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“ SCEPTICISM, APATHY, AND INFIDELITY.” 


These are the enemies of ‘* peace in Israel,”’ to which the 
Hebrew youth of Liverpool made special allusion, in their 
recent address to the minister of their congregation. And when 
a conviction of that truth is felt and avowed by the rising 
members of a community, it is a healthful sign, a token that 
there is life still in the torpid frame, and that skill only is 
needful, to re-establish the vigour of earlier times, Would that 
‘the same symptoms were traceable everywhere! But which 
are they, among our distracted communities, that afford even the 
opportunity to descry the latent animation, much less to foster 
it? Let each of our readers answer for himself. Let him, in 
the first instance, look round his own family circle; and, if he 
have power and influence, beyond that circle to the congrega- 
tion of which he forms part, and then let him answer these 
questions 

Can he not track scepticism, sapping the union and the trust 
which are the very foundations of the social compact? ‘* Doubt, 
and be enlightened ;” ‘* dare, and be unfettered,’—are indeed 
seductive maxims ;—but are they safe for either the present or 
the future? If not, then where are they, the qualified and 
installed, to resolve the doubt by explaining the merest elements 
of truths which are only dubitable when not explained,—who 
are there to restrain the daring, by proving how the heaviest 
fetters are those of self worship, of mutual. and of ultimate 
irresponsibility ? | 

Can he negative the slow, crushing, deadening force of apathy, 
Weighing like an incubus on the vital energies of our religious 
system ?—Let us inquire :—Is he scrupulous in all observances 
himself, and exacting of them in his household; and can he 
also lay his hand upon his heart, and think to be absolved of a 
— of those means which might incline his own children to 
follow in the same track, when his leadership shall be withdrawn ? 
Will his own extra fast, or additional hour of study, secure the 
faithfulness of those, whom he is blind not to see chafed by the 

ull routine, impatient of the mere curb, whose fitness is not 
sought to be demonstrated? If he would judge what must be the 
fruits of his own apathetic self-righteousness, let him look 
around at the most irreligious, if not the most mischievous, men 
of his day, and answer—whether the policy of their parents was 
not the counterpart of his own? whether their early history 
was not the present picture of his own children? But whether 

8 influence is merely in his home, or, as it frequently might 
e or is, in a much wider circle, can he rationally hope to have 
Wrought out his own justification, and, at the same time, have 
heglected to foster, to gather, to establish those auxiliaries, 
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Again, can he honestly deny the insidious workings of in- 


Jidelity—the infidelity which is false and apostate to the im- 


mutable laws prescribed for Israel, whether it adopt the stran- 
ger’s creed or not? Let him have tracked the sappings of scep- 
ticism; let him have watched the crumbling of the structure 
caused by apathy; and can he then wonder, that the unsated 
spirit will go astray after other gods? Those who know not, 
who feel not, what is Judaism—those who find attached to it 
that recklessness of all religion, whieh may be seen but too 
frequently in our own ranks—those who learn it only from 
men who disgrace, or men who despise it, are readily enticed 
to rank under a banner which is honored and courted by the 
mass; and even if they cannot themselves believe, their chil- 
dren can imbibe the belief without questioning! Nay, mere 
infancy is not needful, when all that is attractive in externals, 
all that is persuasive to the ear or comely to the eye, is aban- 
doned to those who decry our system; for men are but too 
prone to ape the fashionable in all things, sacred as well as 
profane. And that too is infidelity, which cannot brave a 
worldling’s sneer for conscience sake; as well as that which 
but seeks to float with the stream, instead of to buffet the fickle 
current of popular applause, for the safer haven of ancient days. 
Alas! how many who have been, how many more who may 
be, snared to become infidels towards their fathers’ God, trai- 
tors to their ennobling heritage, are abandoned to their fate, 
because we fail to learn a lesson from experience, and appoint 
those who shall teach to know the one, and rouse the torpid 
sense to a consciousness of the other! ! 
These are saddening reflections; and it is somewhat more 
cheering to dwell upon the interesting incident recorded in our 
last number froma Liverpool journal, being the account of a very 
appropriate testimonial presented to the Rev. D. M. Isaacs. 
A tribute of respect for a minister, is always a matter of high 
interest, even under the most ordinary circumstances ; for it 
betokens the existence, on both sides, of a due sense of that 
sacred tie which connects the spiritual pastor and his flock. 
In the present case, and so far as the minister himself is con- 
cerned, no comment superadded by us, could enhance the effect 
of that simple, but expressive acknowledgment which accom- 
panied the presentation; but there was something peculiar in 
the origin and conduct of the affair which claims our special 
notice. It was the tribute of the rev. gentleman’s “* young 
Hebrew Friends,” who used the occasion to record their vene- 
ration for their holy religion, and their aversion to ‘* scepticism, 
apathy, and infidelity.” Would to God, that all our commu- 
nities could present a similar picture! When the advanced in 
years rally round the altars of their faith, it may sometimes he 
the result of old habit, the prickings of compunction, the prompt- 
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ings of apprehension for the collapse, and for the dread tri- 
bunal beyond ;—but when youth, in the bounding spring of 
onward and upward impulses, can halt in the career, can glow 
with pious devotion, and ask for a chastening discipline, for a 
‘training through this transitory life to a blissful immor- 
tality,”—then is there at once a crowning testimony to the 
generation before,—an ennobling principle for securing peace 
and piety in the present,—and a happy presage for the faith- 
fulness of those who shall come after. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION SN) 
EXODUS vi. 2. to x. 

The events recorded in this section are too familiar, (con- 
nected as they are with the deliverance of Israel from bondage, 
and its establishment as a distinct nation,) to need comment. 
The attribute of justice, so peculiarly that of the divinity, 1s 
here made manifest in the punishments visited upon Pharaoh, 
for his stern and cruel tyranny. ‘* Measure for measure,” Is 
the standard of God's judgments; and has that standard not 
been observed here? For what crime can be greater, what 
offence more heinous, than the enthraldom of thousands of our 
fellow creatures, the condemnation of even the unborn to the 
bitterness of slavery! Freedom, the birthright of man, and 
the offspring of Heaven; freedom, is dear to every heart, 
whether it beat within the bosom of the enthroned monarch, 
or throb in the breast of the houseless wanderer: what crime 
then is his, who, stepping in between the Eternal and Ilis crea- 
tures, arrogates the right to curb by superior strength, not only 
the bodies, but, as a consequence, the minds also of beings, his 
equals perhaps in all save—might! Do not the souls of all inan- 
kind belong to God? Where then is the right to chain them? 
Slavery binds in its blood-stained fetters, first the form, and 
then the mind—enchains that celestial emanation, and warps 
it by brute force to a tyrant’s will, Slavery, therefore, as the 
worst of evils, 1s likewise the greatest of crimes in him who 
causes it: hence it is, that we find the Divine wrath fall so 
heavily upon Pharoah and his people, (only too ready to assist 
their sovereign in oppressing Israel;) and hence we deduce 
the signal justice of God, as wrought out by the punishments 
inflicted upon the man who could so oppress a people, as that 
they should forget the God of their ancestors; (in proof of this, 
see Exodus, chap. iii.) | 

But it may be urged, that God himself, as the Anglican text 
tells us, had ‘* hardened Pharoah’s heart,” and, therefore, that 
Pharoah was not accountable for what he did. In order to 
answer this, it will be necessary briefly to examine the nature 
of free will. When God made man, He gave him faculties to 
understand, and reason to guide; the one to distinguish be- 
tween right and wrong, the other to point out the superiority 
of right, and the duty of acting in accordance with its dictates. 
But God being prescient, is cognizant of all our actions, even 
before we do them, Here then, are two propositions at seeming 
variance one with another. How can they be reconciled 2* 
Were the knowledge of God such as ours is, the result of ex- 
panes, we might then be unable to answer this question ; 

ut as His knowledge, like His presence, pervades all space, 
and produces rather than follows the various concatenations 
of circumstances out of which actions grow, so He not only 
foresees the events which are to arise, but likewise knows their 
consequences. This will become further evident if we con- 
sider that, with Him, time is not ;—the past and the future (so 
by mortals designated) are to Him present, else how govern 
so vast a creation, how harmonize so many different agencies 
to produce so united an effect ? Man's free will is by no means 
incompatible with God's prescience ; it merely incites to actions, 
out of which certain contingencies arise, and is an impulsive 
power only, not an acting force. His foreknowledge com- 
prises, necessarily, both the springs of human actions and their 
remotest consequences likewise: but still an immediate and 
frequent interposition in the common relations of man’s will, 
and his freedom of action (within prescribed limits), would not 
only be inconsistent with the scheme of human happiness, but 


* Fora lengthened elucidation of this problem, see R’ Manasseh ben 
Israel’s “‘ Conciliator;” Lindo’s translation, vol. i. p. 113, et seq.—Ep. 
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must destroy all human responsibility. Not to carry this jp. 
vestigation further, let us ask—why do we find man so fro. 
quently enjoined to repent, when the most sincere contrition 
cannot change any train of circumstances that his evil thoughts 
mav have caused? Because, it is not the act he can repair, 
but the inclination which produces it—that is, having free will, 
he is enjoined to govern that, and then evil conduct cannot 
result. | 

But an examination of the original text, while it tends sti) 
further to convince us that the desire to oppress was all Pha. 
roah’s own, will also show us, that it was not God who hardened 
his heart, but himself. In chapter vil. ver. 13., we find PIT) (it 
was hardened) and not PIM) (and he hardened). Again, in 
chapter viii. ver. 1. sanm (he hardened), evidently, by the 
word my succeeding, referring to Pharoah: like proofs need 
not be multiplied. The only words which present any diffi. 
culty are, translated, ‘I have hardened,” 
This rendering, however, is erroneous, for the hiphil form of 
the verb a means to cause to be done—the translation 
should therefore be, “‘ I have caused his heart to be hardened,” 
/i.e.—I, who govern the whole machinery of the world, have 
so ordained events, as that they shall cause him to harden his 
heart: the word ‘yx being used, not to imply God as the im- 
mediate agent, but elliptically, for the effect of a combination 
of events known to Him. Reason likewise assists us in this 
conclusion; for it was evidently very much to the interest of 
the Egyptians, that they should have at their command so nu- 
merous a body of slaves, whom they not only did not pay, but 
whom, by dint of their own superior power, they were enabled 
to coerce to any submission, however humiliating, and to any 
| labour, however degrading. In conclusion, therefore, we re- 
cognize in Pharoah’s contumacy, a dogged determination on 
| his part to wield the authority delegated to him, for bad and 
not for good; and hence we may learn, that as power is per- 
mitted to man only for the opportunity it gives of contributing 
to the happiness of others, so, when he abuses it, he not only 
brings misery upon his fellow creatures, but, if his power ex- 
tend so far, he becomes another Pharoah, and hardening his 
heart, evokes for himself and his willing instruments, tle fear- 
ful retribution which was contained in the denunciation, “ | 
will send all my plagues against thee.”’ A. 

[A learned friend enables us to supply another conclusive dcmonstra- 
tion, that the hardening of Pharoah’s heart was every way compatible with 
his free will, and therefore, with his responsibility. The tyranny and ~ 
criminality of the Egyptians was an existing fact,—the purpose and promise 
of God to deliver the Israelites, and to give them a vocation which was to 
be a blessing to the world, formed another. The DS ANS? (Exodus 
from Egypt), thus designed to cqnstitute an epoch—the principal one in 
the history of religious progress—was necessarily to be signalized by 
miracle. The miraculous conversion of Pharoah’s heart and those of his 


subjects, to compassionate their slaves, might certainly have been the less 
complex means of producing the immediate purpose; but that miracle 
would neither have been so consistent with divine justice, nor so wondrous 
a sign forall ages, as the series which supervened. That it was the scheme 
of Providence to work many “ signs and wonders,” and to make manilest 
His own “ strong hand and outstretched arm”’ in this deliverance, and that 
the hardening of Pharoah’s heart, permitted—not caused by direct agency 
—was merely subservient to that scheme, is manifest from the whole tenour 
of the instructions to Moses, from the first revelation in the burning bush, 
to the passage of the Red Sea. See, especially in the section under 
review, cap. vi. 7.; vii. 5.; viii. 6. & 18.; and ix. 16. If we refer to the 
begiuning of the following section, (N23) cap. x., we find it clearly alleged, 
as a reason for the hardening of Pharoah’s heart, ‘‘ Go in unto Pharoah: 
for I have permitted that his heart and the heart of his servants be 
hardened, in order that I might show these my signs in his midst; and 
that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son’s son, what 
things I have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have placed - 
them, that ye may know, that Iam the Lown.” %N73DN, (in the hiphi 
form) is not here translated, as° in the Anglican version, “ I es 
hariened.”” The Hebrew grammarian, while he will admit the aptitude 
rendering the hiphil occasionally—permissive, will only thus be able - 
reconcile the indiscriminate employment of the kal, the pehile, and the 
hiphil form the verb 333, in connexion with the hardening of Pharoal’s 
heart. Compare the various passages in which it is expressly stated, tha 
Pharoah hardened his own heart; they at once negative any renderibg 
which does not recognize his tree agency.—Eb. | 


THE RUSSIAN UKASE. ee 
Apologists of Russia.—There still unfortunately exist | 
this country some few, whose enmity to Israel is ever active, 
and whose excessive anxiety to catch us tripping, leads them 


| 
| 


occasionally to overreach themselves. In such case, the naked 
unreserved truth is our best defence, A hireling journalist, 
his pen embued with all the rancour of apostacy, stands forth to 
extol the “* humanity of the Emperor of Russia, in the matter 
of his recent ukase !—what then?—the James, the Herald, and 
other powertul public organs, are roused to the rescue ; they 
bear testimony to the claims of the Jews, and deal with the 
atrocity of that ukase after such a fashion, that its apologist 
might have been fain to leave the matter wholly untouched. 
Again, when we had received from private sources the assurance 
that the ukase had been found impracticable, and was therefore 
inoperative ; and when, in our anxiety faithfully to record what- 
ever of a more favorable aspect might reach us, we hastened to 
give it publicity in our No. 60),—then, with hot haste, some 
“ injudicious friend” of the Autocrat, assuming too the title of 
“Fair Play!’ writes a philippic against the Voice of Jacol, to 
the friendly columns of the Christian Lady's Magazine, 
characterizing our previous quotations concerning that fearful 
decree, *‘ interested, and for a great part fabricated state- 
ments!” Here too the slanderer has overreached himself, for 
he has elicited an eloquent defence of our own columns, and 
of the Jews in general, from that powerful public writer. ‘The 
immediate charge of fabrication is met by citations of the 
evidence of Christian organs, confirmatory of the worst com- 
plexion of the policy and intentions of that ukase. For our 
immediate self, and for the design and value of our public 
labours, very much more of panegyric is introduced, than we 
can in conscience appropriate, much less repeat; and we must, 
therefore, venture to make slight omissions from the passage 
which, as a useful and candid expression of liberal sentiment, 
in contradiction of those who would malign Israel, we now 
present, | 

“The Jews in England enjoy privileges and advantages, not within 
their grasp in other lands: the fair fields of professional and commercial, 
aud literary and scientific enterprise are all open to them, and the mean, 
crucl, dastardly spirit that would point at them the finger of scorn is, 
happily, confined within the narrow range of very narrow souls. They 
find their level, and that among the highest; they take their standing, 
and that among the foremost; and everything around them conduces to 
fix and attach them to the soil of their sojourn. Thus happily situated, 
they are apt to lose sight of their peculiar position, as “‘ a people that 
shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations ;’”’ and that 
love of present enjoyment, that insidious spirit of selfishness, which wi// 
work in the heart of fallen man, tempts many among them to be content 
with their present position, to lose sight of their high duties and destinies, 


to forget the wrongs and the sorrows of their brethren scattered in other 


“he * knows and he feels, that Isracl’s vocation is not, like Moab, 


to settle upon their lees; that it is not enough for one member to be free ' 
our ancestor went down into Egypt few in number, and became there a 


and indulged, while the rest of the body is fettered and afflicted... He, 
therefore, with a self devotion, that would in a Gentile be lauded to the 


ional duties: * * * he takes upa permanent position, assumes 
& most onerous part, and by means of that glorious engine, the Press, he 
sends forth a note of preparation throughout the mass of British Jews; 
while to awaken their sympathies for their distant brethren, he establishes, 
at vast expense no doubt, a line of communication, that seems now to 
have reached even to the uttermost parts of the earth; accumulating in- 
formation that, but for him, would never reach us; and dragging into the 
light of day, atrocities hitherto perpetrated in darkness against the de- 
fenceless Jew. * * * * 
“We are called upon to do an act of justice in this present number of 
the Christian Lady’s Magazine. We are, to the best of our poor ability 
responding to the call; and whatever of ‘“ respectability,’’ or ‘‘ esteem,”’ 
may attach to the very humble name of Charlotte Elizubeth, we bless 
od for leading us freely to enlist it in the cause of His own ancient 
people; and to throw it into the antagonist scale of that which is heaped 
with prejudice—we will not say with malignity against them. * * * 
“ The Editor of the Voice of Jacob may be satisfied, that the interest 
which he has been the means of stirring up in some few honest Christian 
osoms, in behalf of his people, will not sleep again. If these pages meet 
eye, (as we will take care they shall do,) let him be assured, that his 
Cause Is progressing among us; and that however they may seem to be 
despised, continual droppings will wear away the stubborn rock of Gen- 
tile prejudices.” * * + * * 


The article closes with an earnest, a touching, appeal to her 
readers, enlisting their sympathies in behalf of our unhappy 
rethren in Russian Poland. This is the way for a Gentile to be a 
lessing to Israel. Might we not almost address to her the 


os sets himself to rouse his brethren to a sense and a discharge of their 


* Speaking of the Ed. of the Voice of Jacob. 
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words of the Aramites :-—‘ Thou art our sister! O, that thou 
might become a thousand times a thousand /” 


1 Lesson from the wilds of New Zealand to the polished 

cwrcles of the British Metropolis. 

[The subjoined are abstracts from religious exhortations, ad- 
dressed by Mr. Hort, to the little knot of the faithful, assembled 
to observe the scriptural injunctions, at the opposite extremity 
of the known world. They are the passages referred to in 
Mr. H.’s letter, inserted in our No. 61. We respectfully ask 
those in whose hands is the government of the principal metro- 
politan synagogues :—How we shall correct the misconceptions 
in the first paragraph of the following discourse? for we are 
not aware, that they found men prepared fitly to expound the 
word of God to their congregations, on any festival of the past 
year, nor that there exists, even now, “ activity, especially in 
London, to qualify young men of character and attainments for 
ecclesiastical offices, | 


One of the most salutary modifications in our worship, is the introduction 
of religious discourses into our synagogues—on our Sabbaths, our Festivals, 
and on-.other appropriate and solemn occasions—in the language of the 
country wherein we dwell; an adoption so promotive of pious feelings, 
and so conducive to human happiness, that it has at length awakened 
Israel from his long continued apathy, and excited the utmost activity, 
especially in London, to qualify young men of character and attainments 
for ecclesiastical oflices, whose duty it should be on those sacred occasions, 
to expound the word of God, and who, possessing such endowments, shall 
command a reverence and respect due to their holy calling. 

Here, every thing is still in earliest infancy, yet dare we not, nor will 
we, suffer the divine law to depart from our mouths, Unequal though 
{'am for so sacred a duty, nevertheless, I feel called upon to undertake 
it, in the absence of a more competent person; and lest there should be 
any among you who might say in his heart “ wherefore presumest thou 
to admonish us ?—to him Lreply ; Great indeed would be the responsibility 
attaching to me, if IT looked on tacitly at the continuance, nay, probably 
the augmentation of irreligion, perhaps even apostacy of those with whom 
lL am associated in faith, from a cessation of public worship and exhorta- 
tion in the place wherein it has become my lot to sojourn. Nor do IT this 
unauthorisedly, or from my own mere impulse, but by the authority and 
sanction of my late reverend and: venerable friend Dr. Hirschel, whose 
lamented death I deplore. recently to have been made acquainted with. 
Ile, being at my departure the head of the Jewish clergy of Great Britain, 
was equally so of her Colonies; and to him I felt it my duty, on resolving 
to come hither, to make known my intent, and to seek counsel from his 
experience, as to my after proceedings. With his solemn parting benedic- 
tion, he confided to me a letter bearing his signature and official seal, 
expressive of his unqualified approval of.all I might here undertake, 
either in reference to the formation of a Hebrew Congregation, or to other 
matters connected with our laws, a confidence of which I shall essay most 
conscientiously to prove, myself worthy. I pray the Almighty to aid the 
works of my hands, and to endow me with wisdom adequate to render 
my efforts productive of their contemplated good; so that 1, who even as 


mighty nation, especially blessed and protected by the Deity, may behold 
ere I depart hence, that we, a comparative handful assembled here this day 
to offer to Him our adoration, may extend into an important community 
enjoying, through adherence to God’s behests, his divine grace; and not 
ouly thereby rendering ourselves respectable as private individuals—by the 
purity and integrity of our actions—bnt esteemed likewise as a distinct 
religious body, by those of other creeds among whom we are here located. 
And let me solemnly impress on you, that it was not our ancestors 
assembled at Horeb, who alone pledged themselves to the covenant and 
to the oath—diligently to keep the laws of God revealed through his 
servant Moses—but in compliance with his Holy will, they equally 
rendered it imperative on us, and on our posterity for ever, so to do. _ 
And as thou, Almighty God, didst on that day ordain us to be a distinct 
and separate people, and didst sanctify us with thy commandments, and 
impart to us laws, statutes and precepts, for our especial observance and 
government, in order to perpetuate our so continuing, even until the accom- 
plishment of thy promise, that all nations of the earth shall unite in 
concord, in acknowledging thee, as we thy people Israel do, to be the only 
true and eternal God,—so do thou, Oh, Father of all mercies! continue 
to extend thy benign protection towards us; for, from thy bountiful hand 
alone proceedeth every good gift! Hear then from heaven the dwelling 
place of thy glory, I beseech thee, our prayers, and reject not the fervent 
offering of our lips, on this our first assemblage to celebrate thy Passover, 
in a land wherein, according to all human record, the sanctification of thy 
Festivals has heretofore been unknown; grant us, thereon, the fulfilment of 
all our well regulated desires, and confer on us, on those dear to us, and 
on all Israel, the blessings of life, health, and peace, for now and for ever- 
more. Amen. 


Our Festival occurring this year on the Sabbath, I propose to make the 
sanctity of that day the theme of my discourse, for beyond all other ordi- 
nances, is its strict and inviolate observance reiterated throughout the 
Pentateuch; far more impressively and frequently than any other command. 
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Its profanation is animadverted on by nearly all the Prophets, as the main 


source of the sad disasters and degradations which we, the anciently chose? pymber of this organ of the Conversionists, professes to iv 
people of the Almighty, have long sustained. And in order to retrieve you | 


from its desecration, and to inspire you with a proper reverence for its 
observance, I will endeavour to demonstrate to you the benign intentions 
of its Institution, and impress on you the felicity resulting from an unde- 
viating and faithful adherence thereto, by the moral and religious influence 
it communicates to the mind. The text I shall adopt in aid of my purpose, 
is comprised in the commencing verses of the Portion of the Law we read 
on the morrow, which details the appointed seasons rendered sacred by 
Heaven’s Mandate ; of which the sanctity of the Sabbath takes precedence. 


- 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

The future Chief Rabbii—Many and anxious are the re- 
presentations which reach us, of the desirableness of progress 
in this important matter. Our inquiries in the proper quarter, 
have been answered by a draft of certain modifications pro- 
posed to be made in the laws of the Duke’s Place Synagogue, 
and to be submitted at a quarterly meeting of the vestry, to be 
held on Tuesday evening next, preparatory to a final submis- 
sion of the same to a conjoint meeting of that synagogue. Such 
appears to be the legal course necessary, in order to provide 
for the united plan of action, as arranged at the conference 
assembled last February. The laws of the synagogue, as they 
now stand, are adapted for a Chief Rabbi over that body ex- 
clusively ; and hence it is the only one which needs so tedious 
a process of repeal and enactment. Let us hope, that this 
‘* Great” body being now fairly in motion, will continue to 
move with an energy correspondent with the promptitude and 
liberality of its own propositions. 
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Signs of Animation—We are well advised of the efforts | ' 
against her views, he raises an alarm for the consequences of what 


that are being made to establish a Jews’ Literary Association* 
in London; as also of the endeavours to consolidate the three 
Jewish Orphan Charities. Nothing conclusive on either 
subject has yet been arrived at, but we have the satisfaction to 


know several gentlemen engaged in both, who are thoroughly 


in earnest. 

Another Royal Academy Prize toa Jew.—We have much 
pleasure in recording the name of another member of. our 
nation, Mr. Joseph Engel, (a native of Hungary, and one of the 
students of the Royal Academy,) who has just received the 
first prize for the best model from the antique. We are in- 
formed that this young artist’ has executed several. busts, par- 
ticularly one of Her Majesty, and another Prince Albert, in 
which he has displayed some skilful touches. These have 
gained him the countenance of Her Royal Highness the 
Duchess of Kent, and some of the first sculptors of this country, 
amongst whom was the late Sir Francis Chantrey. 


Hebrew Melodies —The lovers of our ancient national me- 
lodies are promised a rich treat, in a series of musical evenings, 
advertised in another part of our paper. There might be ap- 
prehension for the delicate treatment of such a subject by the 
uninstructed ; but the Messrs. Leo have had peculiar oppor- 
tunities of acquiring experience in this walk, and we have, 
therefore, reason to expect, that their mode of dealing with 
matters having sacred associations, will be permitted in no wise 
to revolt the feelings of those who are reasonably sensitive 
on such points. We have, therefore, pleasure in bespeaking 
the patronage of our readers for the present undertaking. 


_ Liverpoo!.—Our readers are aware, from our previous allu- 
sions to the subject, that the Jewish population of this im- 
portant borough having extended beyond what the limits of 
the existing synagogue could accommodate, a new congrega- 
tion has been formed, and the zealous and active members of 
it are already engaged in the adaptation of an eligible building 
to the purposes of another synagogue. We call attention to 
their appeal for aid in our advertising columns; and we propose 


to revert to the subject, contemporaneously with the canvass 
in London which they have announced. 


announcing that certain influential 


* We have just received a note, 
have consented to unite in furtherance of this scheme. 


gentlemen, 


Calumny of the “ Jewish Intelligence.” —The January 
a true report of the recent vestry Te of the Duke’s Place 
Synagogue, on the subject of the memorials so frequently referred 
to. It states—that many influential members threatened to 
secede from the synagogue, and join the congregation of 
British Jews ;"—that there was a stormy discussion ;—and that 
a given arbitration by Dr. Van Oven, and Samson Samuel, 
Esq., was the result! Now we have received authority to 
contradict these fabrications in the most positive manner; and 
we wait to see what explanation will be given by the purveyors 
of such mischievous falsehoods; seeing that a circumstantial 
account of the meeting (on page 52 of our No. 62,) was already 
in their hands before their calumny was published. Our ac. 
count vouched for the ‘‘ utmost harmony” of that said meet. 
ing; and a previous issue (No. 58, p. 21,) had already quoted 
a formal statement, negativing the presumed sympathy with 
any secession from the synagogue! There also remains the 


| extraordinary fact, that the deliberations of a sectional Jewish 


body, (by no means a public one, for ovr reporter would not 
have been admitted,) are professedly reported in detail—nay, 
even between inverted commas—in the columns of a hostile 
magazine! Is it fair to presume, that some one is hired to aet 
the part of a spy in the Jewish camp, and that playing the 
subordinate rédle of eavesdropper on this recent occasion, he 
has betrayed his employers? (Vide the avowed functions of 
the deceased Mr, Saul, in the /’orce of Jacob, No. 62, p. 54,) 
—We “ pause for a reply.”.—The following is noteworthy :— 
The Christian Observer, for January, 1844, contains a paper 
on a passage in Charlotte Elizabeth’s letter to Bishop Alexander; 
but, instead of opposing argument, supportable by proofs, 


he calls her ‘* new-fangled notion,’’ which he declares—* is 


making rapid speed, under the patronage of Dr. Wolif and 


others, and among some zealous friends of Israel; and is likely 
to be acted upon by many of the converts of the London Society 
for the conversion of the Jews, unless the good sense of its 
conductors shall promptly discountenance such proceedings!” 

1 legitimate field for Conversion to Christianity, \s now 
opened out by the introduction of Aformonism into this very 
metropolis! Vide a published account of a meeting of these 
Latter-day saints,” in the Temperance Society's Rooms, 
Tottenham Court Road, on Monday 4th December, 1843, with 


the usual accompaniments of miracle, manifest revelation, 
unknown tongues, &e. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. © 
Barbados.—We are thankful for several numbers of the 
Barbados Mercury; but have been unable to discover any 
other ‘* Jewish Intelligence,” than is afforded either by extracts 
from our own columns or from another friendly source. [It may 


be, that something special has been overlooked; in any case, 
we acknowledge the courtesy. 


Kingston, Jamaica.—The public press of this city gives ex- 
pression to the regret of a very respectable body, at the sudden 
departure for England of the Rev. M. N. Nathan, minister ol 
one of the Kingston synagogues; the cause being the imminent 
danger ofthis only surviving parent. This lady, we lament to 
find, is still in an exceedingly precarious state. At such a 
moment, it appears almost obtrusive to connect his name 
with other matters; but we can still not forbear to express 
our wish and expectation, that he will be invited to preach 
as early and as often as shall be suitable and attainable, 
during his stay in England. Our rev. friend’s improvement— 
we had almost said conversion—of so many who had been 
indifferent to the duties and privileges of Judaism, warrants Us 
in hoping much from his eloquence in this vast field, where 
so much has been allowed to lie fallow. 


Australian Jews.—Hobart Town (Van Dieman’s Land.}— 
We are favoured with a copy of an Australian Journal, whic 
details the highly interesting ceremony of laying the foundation 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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stone of a Synagogue, by the Jews of Hobart Town, on the 
oth of August last. The proceedings were closely modelled 
upon the usages of the mother country. The following is a 
copy of the record, in Hebrew and English, enclosed in a bottle 
and secured in the stone. 

« On the fourth day of the week, the thirteenth day of the month Ab, 
in the year five thousand six hundred and three from the foundation of 
the world, and the seventh year of the reign of Queen Victoria, the first 
stone of this House of Assembly, dedicated to the name of the Lord God 
of Israel, was laid by Louis Nathan, Esq., in the presence of the congre- 


gation, in the city of Hobart Town, on this portion of ground, given as a 
perpetual gift by Judah Solomon, Esq.” 

Psalms and appropriate prayers were read by various members 
of the congregation, including a very solemn one composed by 
Mr. Moss, for the occasion. The President, who had laid the 
stone, closed the proceedings with a suitable address, acknow- 
ledging the great liberality which had moved that small com- 
munity to undertake so great a work; exhorting them to a 
strict observance of God’s commandments, and a proper training 
of their children in all the relations of life. The front of the 
new building is to be of the highly ornamented Egyptian style, 
and the interior will comprise an area of sixty feet by thirty, 
with a spacious gallery and school room. 


Sir John Franklin, as we learn from the local papers, has 
resigned the government of Van Dieman’s Land, into the hands 
of his suecessor. The press, without distinction of politics, is 
animadverting upon the ex-Governor’s unpopularity ; but it is 
by no means with a wish to swell the general outcry, that we 
accede to the desire that we should allude to his very extra- 
ordinary conduct towards persons professing Judaism. A re- 
ference to our vol. li. p. 224, will prove, indeed, how we depre- 
cated the bitterness of the Cornrall (V. D. L.) Chronicle, 
when accusing Sir John of unworthy motives, in_ refusing 
an allotment of land for a synagogue and burial ground, in 
Launceston ; similar grants being commonly made to other 
denominations, and for less urgent purposes. The respectable 
station and claims of the applicants, were attested in the extracts 
then made from the local press; which also stated it to be the 
avowed intention of Sir John, to make an unfavourable report 
to the home authorities, in opposition to the application which 
he had necessitated to be made to them! We regret to infer, 
that the ex-Governor has carried out his intention, from the 
circumstance that the application made here (vide No. 60.) 
has, up to this point, been unsuccessful. But as we cannot 
doubt the perseverance of those having charge of the petition, 
so are we likewise unwilling to attribute to the Noble Secretary 
for the Colonies, any feeling not consonant with that religious 
toleration which is a feature of our constitution; and one 
too which it has always been held expedient to carry out 
Unrestrictedly in our colonies. Witness the high stations 
honorably and usefully filled by Jews in the West Indies, 
British America, &e. Nay, on the very spot, Van Diemen’s 
Land, an evidence is presented of the claim which the 
Jews have established on the respect and good offices of 
the authorities. In a file of the Hobart Town Advertiser, 
(which has reached our office since our paragraph having 
reference to the new synagogue in that city was written,) we 
find that Christians are contributing liberally towards the cost 
of the erection ; including ten guineas from Algernon Montague, 
Esq., Puisne J udge. Why then, this ungracious policy of the 
ex-Governor of the colony*? We might have been warranted 
in supposing, that Sir John Franklin had deemed the aggregate 
of the petitioners for the grant, too few and unimportant ; 
although the press of the island holds a contrary view, and 
although it would be easy to show the propriety of even handed 
iberality on the one side, and, on the other, the sound policy of 


J * Jews in New Zealand.—The request of a few members of the 
ewish persuasion to acting Governor Shortland, for a piece of land for a 
— sround, was instantly acceded to. The conduct of Mr. Shortland 

flatly a striking difference to that of Sir John Franklin, who not only 

sens nernees the influential body of Jews, residents of this town, for a 

which the os to erect a synagogue, but insulted them by the — 


(V. D. L.) Chronicl 
August, A gen was conveyed.—Cornwall (V. D. L.) Chronicle, 
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affording facilities for the emigration of Jewish enterprize to 
such settlements.* But notwithstanding all our disposition to 
judge Sir John Franklin charitably, impelled thereto, moreover, 
by the voucher of a personal friend of his, with whom we have 
canvassed the matter, it is impossible to shut our eyes to the 
character of the following report, (if true,) condensed from the 
Hobart Lown Advertiser, of the 20th September, 1842 :— 

rhe sanctity and obligatory character of the Jewish Day of 
Atonement are well known, and there being “ probationers” 
of that creed in the colony, application was made, that they 
might be permitted suitakly to observe the solemnities of the 
day :—it was refused by the officer in charge, and the men 
were worked while observing a strict fast of twenty-four hours ! 
A father and son (Jews), who had been transported together, 
were separated on their arrival; the son died, and application 
was made and refused for permitting the father, with due 
security, to follow the remains of his son to the grave! The 
Editor says, on these incidents :— 

‘* The great ostensible object of probation is amendment, and fitting for 
a better state. If this is best obtained by embruting men’s minds, by 
depriving them of all religious comfort, consolation, and benefit, Captain 
Forster’s plan is excellent; but we doubt it. We consider religion one of 
the most powerful engines of reformation, and we know that the circum- 
stances connected with the day of Atonement, are such as have a most 
beneficial effect, even on the most hardened. The Jews too, are deprived 
of any other opportunities for worship, as their Sabbath falls on the 
Saturday. Surely the one day might have been granted them, especially 
when we see the license granted to the whole of the probation parties 
indiscriminately.” * * Qh! what an outcry there would 
have been, had the slaves in the West Indies been prevented from attend- 
ing to their prayers on a Sabbath! ° 

True, it may be said ‘these were not the direct acts of the 
Governor; but the following passage appears to involve his 
tacit sanction. 

‘‘ Application was made to Sir John Franklin. It is well known the 
delicacy he has always shown in interfering with Capt. Forster’s duties : 
he answered that on Capt. Forster’s recommendation, he should be happy 
to accede to their request, Capt. Forster refused, —and from ignorance of 
Sir John Franklin’s motives, they did not again apply to him. This case 
requires no comment.’’ 

Now may it not be likely, that the colonial office 1s also 
acting from ‘‘ delicacy in interfering” with reference to the 
grant of land in Launceston? If so, the above illustrations of 
how far official “* delicacy” might trench upon the duties of 
common humanity and sound policy, may perhaps induce the 
noble Secretary to some little departure from the strictness of 
routine. We are not for an instant unmindful of the necessity 
for discipline, and for the moral support of distant authority 
in cases like these; nor have we been slow to blame the intem- 
perance of editorial advocacy of Jewish claims; but that diff- 
culty is now removed by the accession of a new Governor to 
the colony; and we are, therefore, not without hope, that the 
tolerant and liberal spirit which so generally pervades the 
administration of our colonial office, will find a means to 
concede the boon, respectfully and reasonably prayed for in 
this present instance. | 

New York Hebrew Benevolent Society.—The anniversary 
dinner of this institution, as we learn from a report in an 
American journal politely sent to our office, was a most brilliant 
affair. We must content ourselves, unwillingly, with noting a 
few of its principal features. The number present was about 
four hundred, tor whom a suitable dinner was provided in the 
Washington Hall. The Chairman was M/. M. Noah, Esq., a 
gentleman to whose able and upright discharge of his duties as 
a judge, a warm tribute was paid by Mr. Girard, (himself toasted 
as ‘* an ornament to the bar and city of New York;”) he said— 
‘‘ Our friend, now in the chair, gives the law to the Jew and 
the Gentile, and he spares neither. * * * You have no 


* The government grant of 10 acres to the Jews of Hobart Town, dates 
already fifteen years back; long before they had become an important or 
numerous body. 
little knot of Jewish settlers in New Zealand, reported in our No. 61. 


p- 48.; and yet again we are enabled to report that on the recent death of 


N. P. Levy, Esq., (recently of London,) at Adelaide, Australia, the local 
government at once gave a piece of land for his interment as a Jewish 
cemetry, although there are scarcely two Jewish families now settled 
there. | 


See also the government grant through Mr. Hort, to the 
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limits here—no gates confine you at night—in the day the 
broad earth is before you. I hope that you will again hear the 
lyre, and the harp of Jubal, and again be gathered to your own 
land.’ His Honor, the Recorder, in proposing as a sentiment— 
Charity, said :—“ Since his connection with one of the courts 
of that city, he had regarded the Society with increased interest. 
It had been rarely, indeed—very rarely, that any of that sect 
had been arraigned for any crime; and he had never seen an 
instance, not one, in which a Hebrew had been permitted to be 
placed on the lists (as a receiver) of any of the public charities ; 
nota Jew had entered their walls. Here an example was set, 
which he, for a Christian, would be proud to imitate; and, as 
a magistrate, to commend to the attention of the city authorities. 
Whilst their nation had been abused, Christians might well 
blush when they examined the calendars of the criminal courts, 
and saw who were the offenders.” 7 
The Rev. Mr, Isaacs, made an excellent speech on the gratily- 
ing character of the scene before him, and the reflections which 
it suggested to the philanthropist. 


violinist, then present,) gave credit to Norway for having Just 
admitted Jews to that kingdom, 
the nobles of his country, how American Christians appreciated 
the Jews, whom they had learned to know. Ole Bull was accom- 
panied by Vieux Temps and Wallace, and these eminent 
musicians were so enraptured by the kindred harmony there 
illustrated, that the first presented 100 dollars in the name of 
himself and friend; and the two latter volunteered a concert 
for the benefit of the charity. The whole collection exceeded 
two thousand dollars. 


Park Benjamin, Esq., a distinguished poet, made a beautiiul 
oration on the poetry of the Bible, of which he said:— 


** It was one which must arouse all the dormant recollection of all that 
was lovely and endearing. The poetry of the Bible was the poetry of 
home. Let a man wander where he would—to foreien climes—drink of 
all fountains—taste of all vineyards—he remembered the well-spring of 
his father’s door, from which he first derived refreshment.” He then 
recited the following verses :— 


The chosen ones of Israel are scatter’d far and wide: 
Where flows the lordly Tiber, where rolls the Atlantic tide— 
By Danube’s winding waters, by Hudson’s crystal springs, 

Dwell the myriad descendants of the Prophets and the Kings 


~ © 


Abroad along the valleys are their habitations found— 
They are hunters in the forest, and tillers of the ground— 
The rising sun beholds them in torrid realms afar. 

And on their broken legions looks down the northern star. 


In the old world’s crowded cities, in the prairies of the new, 
Unchanged amid all changes, to their faith for ever true— 
Alike by Niger’s fountains and Niagara’s flood 

Still flow, unmix’d, the currents of the grand, hervic blood. 


Ye mourn your lasting exile, your temple strewn in dust, 
Yet forget not ye the promise of the righteous and the just— 
Ye know ye shall be gathered, from every clime and shore, 
And be again the chosen of Jehovah evermore. 


From Assyria, Egypt, Elam—from Patmos, Cush, Shinar— 
From Hamath, and the islands of foreign seas afar— _—__ 

From all the earth’s four corners, where Israel’s children roam, 
Shall the dispers’d of Judah throng to their long promis’d home. 


And again, like some high mountain whose tops are crown’d with snow, 
Shall the temple’s thousand turrets in the golden sunset clow— 

And again betore their altars shall the congregations stand, 

On thy plains, O, lov’d Jerusalem! the happy, holy land! 


And it shall come to pass that the remnant in that day, 

Upon the Lord of Host above, the great I AM, shall stay: 

And the escap’d of Jacob, from the paths which they have trod, 
Shall return to him that smote them—your fathers’ mighty God ! 


Lhe Oceident, No. 7, contains some interesting details con- 
cerning the first immigration of Jews into Charleston ; (supposed 
to have been very soon after the expulsion from Spain.) The 
history of that congregation, as followed out, affords curious 
illustration of how thoroughly American the political views of 
its members became ;—another proof of the proneness of the 
Jews, wherever scattered, to imbibe the prevailing notions of 
government, as a means “ to seek the peace of the city, &c.” 
(Jer. Xxx, 7.) There occurs, however, one trait of “ national 
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He somewhat prematurely, | 
however, (in alluding to Ole Bull, the great Norwegian | 


He exhorted the artist to tell | 


pride,” which we hope is common to the high minded Wardens 
of every synagogue. 

In 1790, a convention was held at Columbia, for the Purpose 
of revising the constitution of the state ; and the Jews supported 
the election of those delegates whom they deemed best qualified. 
One of the successful candidates, named Christopher Knight 
wrote a very warm letter of thanks for the Jewish support, 
enclosing an order for fifty guineas towards the poor fund of 
the synagogue. His letter, before us, is delicately worded, and 
yet the Wardens might fairly presume, that the donation was jn 
acknowledgment of political service. A dignified and courteous 
reply was the consequence, re-enclosing the money, as not 
acceptable under the circumstances, | 

No. 8, of the Occident, has also reached us. It contains, amon 
| other matters, some judicious observations on ‘“* Public Re. 
| ligious Education,” and a “ Sermon by the Rev. D. W. Marks, 
at London, on the Sabbath Nahamoo.” This has some pertinent 
passages on the necessity of an Israclite’s ** keeping strictly 
within the pale of his faith, and adhering to every Mosaic 
institution.” In speaking. with contempt of the efforts “ to 
convert (as it is called), the sons of Israel,’’ it says :— 

If, indeed, we have cause of fear, it is from the indifference, we must 
say, criminal indifference, of too many fathers and mothers in Israel, who 
practise no religion within their dwellings 4 who bring not their children 
to the house of God; but who commit their earliest education and their 
infant years, when impressions are most lasting, to the superintendence of 
strangers to their faith, who often consider it a merit to turn away the 
hearts of their young charges from the precepts of Judaism. 

The history of the congregations of Savannah and Charleston, 
are continued in this number of the Occident. 

A letter signed Henry Goldsmid, assumes, that the Burton 
Street Congregation reject Tephillin altogether! We believe, 
that a note in our own vol. i. p. 89, contains the true statement 
of the case, and therefore, that the charge is not sustainable. 


The Breslauer Zeitung, numbers of the 7th and 8th November 
have reached us: A London correspondent in the former, pre- 
tends that great hostility towards the Jews prevails in London, in 
consequence of the part taken by certain of them in the recent 
city election; and also because of revelations made concerning 
the slop trade! He quotes the most offensive statements and 
allusions of the London press, and assures the editor that this 
is only a beginning with the English Jews, for whose regulation a 
more stringent alien bill, and a new system of trading restrictions, 


lare already contemplated!—The mischief of these wicked 


fabrications for the Prussian press, is not lessened by the hot 
haste of the learned Dr. Geiger, who, in the same paper of the 
following day, takes all for granted,'and by way of reprisals 
attacks the ‘ English Tories” and their policy, with unmeasured 
bitterness ! 

A circuit through some of the congregations of France, has 
been made by our contemporary of the Archives Israelites. 
The notes taken upon his journey are of a hig? interesting 
character, and though we may occasionally differ from the 
inferences drawn from the facts reported, there can be but one 
opinion on the usefulness of such a collection of data, or of 
the impulse given to the congregations visited, and so subjected 
to the tribunal of public opinion through the columns of a 
public organ. It cannot fail to be highly instructive to our 
English readers, to find our contem orary making the general 
reflection, from actual observation—that a want of uniformity 1n 
practice and discipline is fatal to the interests of Judaism, a0 
that a centralized authority for spiritual guidance is a great 
desideratum to the French Jews. It would give us great 
pleasure to make a similar circuit through our own provincial 
congregations: indeed, the cordial invitations which we occa _ 
sionally receive, are an earnest of the reception which we 
should receive. We must, however, wait until, like our French 
contemporary, we can form a corps of ‘ collaborateurs zeles, 
spirituels, consciencieux,” to whom the duties of the editor! 
office can be confided meanwhile. 


The Rabbinical Training School of the French Jers, i* 
examined by a recent correspondent of the Lsr., 


proposes a renewal and extension of its plan, so as to render 


| 
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, central school of Jewish theology, available for all classes 
of the ministry. —Their English brethren object to be troubled 
with such discussions ; for they have yet to learn that men 
yalified for such important functions, may not be a spontaneous 
product, or at least the elimination of a chapter of accidents, 


The Eighteen Treatises of the Mishna.—The controversy in 
our last vol., between the English translators of those sections 
and the gentleman who directed the publication of them, is 
reviewed in a recent number of the /reh. Lsr.—favorably to the 
latter gentleman, and severely condemnatory of his opponents. 
The contest neither was nor is a business of ours, and we re- 
gret that the Voice of Jacob was even so far employed as its 
arena: still, looking at the fact, that no dispassionate writer 
has found occasion to impugn our fairness with respect to it, 
we feel all the more confirmed in the conviction, that nothing 
short of the hot haste of wounded pride could have ever sought 
to make it appear otherwise. 


A Royal Example of Liberality.—A letter from Stuttgard 
states, that the King of Wurtemburg has ordered a grant to be 
made to the Jews for keeping up their places of worship, schools, | 
and hospitals, in the same way as those graited to other 
religious sects. The preamble of the Act declares that all 
citizens, of whatever persuasion, bave a right to share in the 
benefits of the Government, as they all contribute to its support. 

The Sun. 

Constantinople.—We are gratified to receive assurance, from 
high authority, that the disagreeable business at Marmora, 


(vide our last-No.,) is undergoing a searching investigation by 
the Turkish authorities, and ¢herefore there is no apprehen- | 
sion as to the result. 


THE THREE RINGS. 
A Tale. 


{The following fable is related to the Sultan, by Nathan the _ 
Wise, in Lessing’s drama of that name. It is put forward by 
the sage, in evasion of a direct demand of the despot, that he 

should demonstrate which was the only true religion. Lessing 
was a Christian philosopher; and it would be well for the Jews 
if more of their neighbours would adopt the sentiments which he 
has put into the mouth of the wise Nathan; at least until the time 
arrive, when such testimony shall be offered as none may 
gainsay, 

The translation as sent to us, is arranged in the metre of the 
original, by M. Lutomirski, and published by him at Cam- 
bridge; that gentleman, however, is not responsible for the 
deviations from his text, which have been made by another, in 
order to render it a simple prose narrative. | 

“ There lived anciently in an eastern clime, a man who had 
come possessed, from some dear ancestor, of a ring of ines- 
tmable value; the stone, which was an opal, having the strange 
and seeret power of making him who wore it in this assurance, 
beloved of God and men. Who will wonder then, that this 
man in the east never parted with the ring, and that he should 
desire it always to remain in his family? To effect this, he left 
it to the best beloved of his sons, enjoining him in his turn to 

ueath it to his best beloved, and so on, asa heir loom for ever ; 

and further, that the owner of the ring should always be head 
ofthe family. Thus the jewel Teasented from son to son, till 
at length it came into the hands of one who had three sons 
all equally dear, to each of whom, separately, and in moments of 
ectionate endearment, he had the pious weakness to promise 
the ring. All went on well while the father lived, but when he 
felt the approach of death, he was sorely grieved to think he 
Must of necessity disappoint two of his children, who had fully 
relied on his word, inasmuch as he could not give the ring to 
all three. In this dilemma he bethought him to send to a 
Jeweller of great skill, whom he ordered, neither pains nor cost 
ing spared, to make two rings exactly like the one he wore. 
© Jeweller succeeded so well, that when the three rings came 
to compared, the owner himself could not discover his 
model. Rejoiced, he summons each of his sons alone to his 


ination to God; 


on the score of his trustworthiness. 


bed side, blesses him, gives him a ring, and dies. 


71. 


“No sooner is the father dead than each son, by virtue of 
his ring, assumes to be head of the house. Each asserts his 
ring to be the right one—the others deny it—they search, com- 
plain, quarrel, all in vain, the true ring cannot be proved. At 
length, mutual recriminations ended in accusations before a 
judge, to whom each son swore that he had received his ring 
directly from his father’s hands, having previously received a 
promise to that effect. Each protested that his father could 
not have been false to him: he would rather believe that his 
brothers had been guilty of foul play, than that so tender a 
parent could be even suspected. Having listened to the angry 
brothers, the judge spoke thus:—‘ If you cannot bring your 
father betore me, 1 cannot decide the point at issue between 
you, except indeed the right ring should miraculously open its 
mouth and solve the enigma......But stop, I understand the 
right ring has the power to make its wearer beloved of God 
and man ;—that will determine the question, because no false ring 
can effect the same. I ask, therefore, which of you is most 
beloved by the other two?—You do not answer? Do your 
rings then only act reflectively? Does each of you love himself 
the best? You are all deceived deceivers :—your rings are all 
false. The right ring being lost, your father, as. 1 suppose, had 
three made to supply the place of one. Go, and take with you 
my advice, instead of a verdict. If each of you received his 
ring out of his father’s hand, then each may think his ring the 
right one, and be happy in the thought; perchance, your father 
would no longer sufier the tyranny of one ring, and loving you 
all equally, he would not oppress two in favor of the third, Each 
of you will do well to imitate his uncorrupted love, his freedom 
from prejudice. Each may vie in showing the virtues of his 
ring by the practice of mildness, sympathy, kindness, and resig- 
and if at length the real stone should display 
its superiority, I cite you, after thousands of years, even in 
your remotest generations, to appear again before this chair, on 
which one wiser than I will be seated to judge your merits,’ ”’ 

* The three rings represent the three forms of faith, Jewish, 
Christian, and Mahometan. They are all established on history. 
No one hkes to doubt his own narrative, no one will have a 
slur cast on the traditions received from his parents and ances- 
tors, and yet each is willing to persecute and accuse the others. 
In this state of circumstances, what man will arrogate to himself 
the right to decide? Each should take the advice of the judge, 
and practise virtue and morality, mutual forbearance and love, 
and then each may be happy in thinking his ring the right 


one.’ 
OUR LETTER-BOX. 

Mr. Editor,—Permit me to inquire, through the medium of 
your paper, whether in the following passages the word trans- 
lated ** wicked,” in the English version of the Old Testament 
scriptures, by being in the singular, in the Hebrew, has any 
peculiar meaning attached to it? It is thought to refer to an 
individual, who shall hereafter arise, and who is prophesied of 
in Daniel vii. 11.; viii. 9.; xi. 36,37, &e. “* Wicked” is in the 
singular number, in Psalm x. 15.; xvi. 4.; xxxvil. 35.; Iviil. 
10.; 1. 16.; exxxix. 19.; Proverbs xviii. 3.; Isaiah xi. 4. 

An answer will greatly oblige. | ALEPH. 


Jewish Dining Rooms.—Inquirers, as to wherefore we felt 
impelled to express the opinion given under this title in our 
last number, are requested to imagine a commercial parallel, 

A public man having the ear and confidence of others, uses 
his opportunities to establish a young tradesman, and both 
directly and indirectly to obtain for him credit in all quarters, 
Certain indiscreet acts of 
the tradesman lead to an earnest remonstrance; when, ad- 
mitting his obligation, he pledges himself to more scrupulous 
conduct in future. Notwithstanding this, it appears manifest 
from time to time, that he is becoming lax again, until, after 
representing one or two peccadilloes as mere accidents, they 
become at last so flagrant, as to be traceable to the direct 
agency of the tradesman himself. Remonstrance now, is met 
by open avowal, and by an announcement of intention to dis- 


* Does not this tale exist in the Hebrew? | 
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regard such stipulations in future! In these circumstances, ; 


and after a formal notice, the public man, in order to relieve 
himself from a responsibility which is both legal and moral, 
withdraws his recommendation in precisely the same manner In 


which it was given, but so managed as not to make more of a | 


disagreeable duty than could be helped.—That course which is 
prescribed by commercial honour, is certainly not less obliga- 
tory when the responsibility incurred involves the recom- 
mender’s own religious integrity. To be conscientiously ac- 

uitted of such a resposibility, suffices us; and unless our past 
Ritidatiincs be abused, or an investigation be demanded, we 
may even hope, that the stir can be advantageous to the party 
concerned ; first, by genes. some warmth into his patisans ; 
and then, by reaction, rendering that which is the only right 
course, the permanent and profitable one in the future. None 
will be more happy to find it so, or to give credit for it when it 
shall be so, than ourself. 


Seasonable Benevolence—(Communicated).—* think it but 
an act of justice to make you acquainted with the fact, that 
E. E. Micholls, Esq., of Broad Street, has this year, in ad- 
dition to his annual gifts of a very large supply of coals, dis- 
tributed no less than thirty tons of potatoes to the Jewish poor, 
in quantities of half and whole hundred weights.—Perhaps you 
will notice this in your ensuing number, not only as a most 
noble act on the part of the gentleman named, but as a stimulus 
to others possessing the means of doing the like.” 


Letter to Sir Moses Montefiore: on the present aspect of 
Jewish affairs—We have received under this title a very 
powerful address, by a hand evidently accustomed to the use 
of the pen. It takes a most comprehensive view of the ques- 
tion proposed; and we have deemed it altogether too impor- 
tant to be acknowledged among our ordinary correspondence. 
It shall, if possible, appear in our next- number. 


Schools of the Sephardim Synagogue.—We are requested 
to explain the reasons wherefore the children of these schools 
are not. supplied with soup this winter, as it had been originally 
intended. The old Infant school having been pulled down, 
and the new one being yet unfinished, no other contiguous 
place has this year been available, in which the soup could be 
prepared and supplied. The severe family bereavement with 
which the lady who so kindly superintends this matter has 
recently been visited, has likewise tended to obstruct the carry- 
ing out of the benevolent scheme this season; but the dona- 
tions which have reached her, are added to the small sum 
already accumulated for this purpose, and it is intended to 
keep up the supply during every succeeding winter. 

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Elias Davis—on the mal-administration of the Bread, Meat, and Coa] 
Charity,—in our next. 

C. D).—OQn the propriety of intrusting nd to professional men only— 
is too late for this number. Are we at liberty to condense these 
arguments ? 

Censorius,—complaining of misconduct on the part of an official, in 
connexion with a Jewish burial in Shadwell—is not sufficiently definite in 
his charge; and it is, moreover, unauthenticated with his name and 
address. 

Board of Deputies of British Jews.—We have received two letters on 
this subject. That of ‘A Reader,’’ is at least respectful to that body, 
and we will endeavour to find room for it; the other, signed “ An Elector,” 
is a bitter though disguised sarcasm, implying charges of insufficiency 
and impracticability. We must decline to publish an attack, which neither 
advances an argument nor a proof. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Friday 19th of Jan. 27th of Tebet. Sabbath at 4 o’Clock. 


Sabb. 20 a 28 2 Portion for the Week snp} 
Mon, 22 1 Shebat wee 
Friday 26 Sabbath at 4 o’Clock, 


Sabb. 27 s 6 " Portion for the Week x3 
Friday 2ndofFeb. 12 * Sabbath at } past 4. 


gtRMINGHAM HEBREW NATIONAL SCHOOL. — 
Wanted aSecond Master accustomed to tuition, and capable of teaching the 
classics, penmanship, and the usual branches of education. Salary, £80 per an- 


num. Applications, stating age, qualifications, and testimonials, to be 
to D. Barnett, Esq., president, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham. 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


EWISH NATIONAL FRIENDLY SOCIETY, 


manufacture of Passover Bread, enrolled pursuant to Act of Parliam 
and manufactory, 27, Goulstone Square, Whitechapel.—The Commit 
above society have the pleasure to announce, that by astrict adherence to econom 
they are enabled, notwithstanding an advance in the price of flour, to offer i, 
Passover Bread at the same price as last year; viz. 43d. for the best quality, ang he 
for the second; they also avail themselves of this medium of communicatin 
their Friends resident in the country, that they will forward their arden ae 
Grocery, &c., enclosed with the Passover Bread, at the price charged for them “vs 
the London tradesmen. An early transmission of orders will be deemed ap es y 
tial favor. By Order—M. HART, Sec. ens 


NSTITUTION for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 
Jewish Persuasion. —Established, 5580—1819. 

The Committee of Management, respectfully acquaint the friends and subscribers 
to the above Institution, that their 17th Anniversay Ballin aid of the Funds. will 
take place on Tuesday, 27th February next, at Willis’s rooms, King-street St 
James’s, under the superintendence of | mere 

Aron Sotomon. Esq., President, 

Jacon Davis, Esa., Vice-President, 

Josern Lazarus, Esq., Treasurer, 
and the following Gentlemen— | 


for the 


tee of the 


Messrs. M. L. Lawrance 
Henry Lazarus 
Morice Levy 
Jacob Lyons 
Ilenry Moses 
I. L. Miers 
P. Phillips 
B.S. Phillips 
Sampson Samuel 
John Sammell 
Maurice Solomon 
John Solomon 


Messrs. A. Alexander 
| B. Barnett 
Henry H. Cohen 
I. D. Davis 
I. P. Davis 
John Davis 
Henry Dyte 
John Dyte 
J. B. Elkin 
Michael Emanuel 
Isaae Hyam 
Joshua Joseph 
Tickets, (not transferable) may be obtained of the above gentlemen, 10s, 6d. each). 
including refreshments. S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 
42, Great Prescott Street. 


M3 | 
EWS’ HOSPITAL, MILE END, for the Support of the 


@F Aged, and for the Education and Employment of Youth. 

A Special General Court of the Governors and Subscribers to the above Institu- 
tion, will be held at the house, On Sunday, the 28th instant, for the Election of 
Three Boys and Two Girls, as Inmates. Ballot to commence at 12 o’Clock, and 
close at 2 precisely, By Order—S. SOLOMON, See. 

Jan. 19, 5604. 


Vy ANTED, ina Wholesale Hardware and Fancy Warehouse, 


in London, a respectable Young Man of the Jewish persuasion, who has 
been engaged as packer and warehouseman, in the above business. One who 
could occasionally act as salesman or writer would be preferred.-—Address, post 
paid, to [. J., Office of the ** Voice of Jacob,’’ 27, Camomile Street. 


EWELLERY, WATCH, and FANCY TRADE.—Wanted, 


@F bya respectable Young Man, (of the Jewish persuasion) who has had ex- 
perience in the above trade, a situation as assistant, in town or country. The most 
satisfactory references can be given. Address, pre-paid, to R. H., at Mr. M. Ellis, 
L8, Bevis Marks, Houndsditch. 


Liverpool, Jan. 10, d0U4. 
r | arte increase of the Jewish population in Liverpool, has 
for some time past created the necessity for an additional Place of Worship, 
for their accommodation. 

The Members of the New Liverpool Hebrew Congregation, in order to meet 
this exigency, have purchased an eligible building, in a respectable and convenient 
part of the town, which they are now fitting up as a House of Prayer, in a manner 
suited to the saered character of the Institution to which it is thus intended to be 
dedicated, and which only requires the co-operation of those to whom God hath 
given means, and blessed with a mind to employ them aright, more speedily to 
carry into effect. 

An earnest appeal is therefore now made to our brethren, wherever located, | 
for their aid and support to carry out the great work. 

The President, Mr. B. L. Joseph, and Mr. D. Davis, intend visiting London, 
for the purpose of soliciting Subscriptions on behalf of the above object. 

It is intended, (unless objected to by the parties subscribing,) that the name 
of each donor of Two Guineas and upwards, shall be inscribed on a Tablet, to be 
placed in the Synagogue, commemorative of the founders of the Establishment; 
and that each donor of Five Guineas and upwards shall be entitled to VSD. 
Ip? 

Subscriptions will be thankfully received by Mr. B. L. Joseph, 42, Bold 
Street, Liverpool. 

S. MOSS, Treasurer, James Street, Liverpoo!-_ 


EBREW MELODIES.—Mr. Henry Phillips and Mr. 
t & LouisLeo, assisted by Mr. Ansel Leo, Miss Leo, and Miss Emma Lucombe, 
will give the second of this Series of Concerts, on Saturday Evening, the 20th of 
January, at Crosby Hall, Bishopsgate Street.—Piano forte and seraphine, Mr. Lou's 
Leo. Admission, 2s.; reserved seats, 2s. 6d. Programmes and Tickets, to be h 
at the Lodge, and of Messrs. Cramer, Addison & Beale, Regent Street.—Doors open 
at half-past 7, commence at 8 o’Clock, precisely. siaieaeaseiien 
London: Printed for Mr. FRANKLIN, by E. VARTY, 27, Camomile — 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Srerit, Paternoster Row; and may +: 
had of the Printer; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of all Book- 
sellers and Newsmen. 
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